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Blue Sunday Mass - Come Celebrate with Us on May 6, 2018
Blue Sunday Mass is celebrated annually
for all First Responders employed in the
"public safety field and includes police
officers, firefighters, correctional officers,
EMS personnel and our military. The colour blue relates to the blue-colored uniforms predominantly used by these services. The service is an opportunity for
our community to show gratitude to first
responders and their families. Psalm
91:11, "For He will give His angels special
charge over you to accompany and defend and preserve you in all your ways [of
obedience and service],"
The Blue Mass dates back to September
29, 1934 when, Rev. Thomas Dade started the service as part of his duties with
the Catholic Police and Fireman’s Society. The first mass was held at St. Patrick’s Church in
Washington DC, and has now grown to a worldwide celebration. This will be the 13th Blue
Sunday Service held in St. Albert Parish. This invitation is extended to all serving and retired
First Responders. Those who wish to attend are asked to come in uniform if possible , but
that is not necessary. The invitation is also extended to their families. Remember, it is not
necessary to be of the Catholic faith to participate. All are welcome.
Knights - please encourage all those active and retired First Responders that you know to attend this event and encourage them and their families to indulge in a complimentary breakfast following Mass.
Please read a copy of Most Rev. Richard W. Smith’s “Weekly reflections on Sacred Scripture and
comment on public issues” on page 3. - “reprinted with permission from the Archdiocese”.








UPCOMING EVENTS 2018
April
21 - Spring Wing Ding, Parish Hall
27 - 29 Knight’s Convention in Calgary
May
6 - Blue Sunday
6 - Pancake Breakfast after both the 9 and 11 AM Masses
7 - Executive Meeting, 7 PM, Grandin Room
16 - General Meeting, 7 PM, Grandin Room

St. Albert, AB T8N 1K1

We are planning the June
BBQ at the Star of the North.
Pencil June 16h into your
calendars.
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The Reason for Our Hope

Monday, May 8, 2017

Weekly reflections on Sacred Scripture and comment on public issues
By Most Rev. Richard W. Smith, Archbishop of Edmonton

The Blue Mass
On Sunday I had the great joy of gathering at St Albert parish for their annual "Blue Mass", offered in thanksgiving to
God for the first responders who protect us.

The timing was right. Just this past week we commemorated the first anniversary of the Fort McMurray fire. Looking
back, we were reminded not only of the enormous danger faced by the residents of that city, but also of the heroism,
professionalism, competence and selfless dedication of the first responders. It was a moment when the profound respect, admiration and gratitude of the citizens of this province for the men and women willing to stand in harm's way was
on full display and expressed in a variety of ways.
What was experienced at the moment of the Fort McMurray crisis can give us important insight into the message of the
Gospel proclaimed on Sunday (John 10:1-10). As I reflect on all that unfolded during that tragedy, what stands out is the
importance of the voice of authority: the voice that alerted to danger, the voice that called people from their homes, the
voice that gave direction, the voice that diverted people away from peril, the voice that showed the way to shelter, the
voice that kept the population updated, and so on. In each case, the voice was listened to and followed, because the
voice was trusted. The voice of authority was spoken by one in authority and therefore was trusted to speak only that
which would lead away from harm and toward security.
The Gospel passage speaks precisely of a voice of authority that can be trusted with absolute confidence, and which is
therefore the voice to be followed. It speaks of the voice of Jesus Christ. Using the familiar imagery of the Good Shepherd who loves and cares for his sheep, Jesus says that his sheep know and recognize his voice and follow his direction to pastures of safety, protected from the thieves and bandits who seek only to steal and destroy. At issue here is the
pasture of eternal life and unending safety in the presence of God. In the course of our earthly lives we encounter many
evil voices that attack not only the body but also the soul, seducing to spiritual danger. As we listen to the voices of our
first responders who seek to protect us from bodily harm, we need also to be attentive to the voice of the One Good Shepherd, Jesus, whose voice leads us to spiritual security.
And why Jesus? Why his voice and not another? In the course of the Fort McMurray rescue, the voices of authority gave
direction in accordance with an overarching plan that was formulated by those who could see the whole picture and assess the entire situation. The One who sees the whole picture of our lives, the One who, indeed, can assess the entire
situation of world history, the One who sees clearly where danger lies, who knows the "escape routes" that lead away
from peril, is Almighty God, who loves us beyond all imagining. He has fashioned a plan of escape for us, which in more
theological language we call his plan of salvation. To carry out that plan, he has sent his well-beloved Son to be the
voice of authority. So, when we listen to Jesus Christ, we can have full confidence that he is shepherding us in accord
with the mysterious and loving plan of our Heavenly Father. His voice is worthy of our full trust, and in following it we find
safety and peace.

One final thought about the Fort McMurray event. We were all particularly impressed by the bravery and skill of the
firefighters. Yet, for many days they were forced to admit that the fire was beyond their control in spite of their best
efforts. Often, we find things "out of control" in our own personal lives. Things "get away from us" in spite of everything
we try to do to bring order and control. This can cause great stress and heartache and bring heavy pressure to bear on
family and professional relationships. At times like these it is helpful to recall that there is one who is always in control
and can turn all to the good if we but consciously surrender control of our lives to him. That is Jesus, our Good
Shepherd, who loves us, speaks to us, and leads us to freedom. Let's listen to his voice and follow.

Message from our Chaplain

Jesus appears to Mary Magdalene at His tomb

“Woman,” he asked her, “Why are you weeping? Who is it you are looking for?” “I have seen the Lord!”
John 20:15, 18
Mary Magdalene goes to the tomb of Jesus after his crucifixion to pay him homage. She does not find his
body in the tomb. At first, she does not recognize Jesus as he asks her,
“Woman, why are you weeping? Who are you looking for?” I have to wonder, would I be like Mary Magdalene? Would I recognize Jesus? Would you recognize Him?
As I live every day in this world, I know that Jesus is everywhere. I recognize Him in the Eucharist I receive
during Mass. I recognize Him in the people I encounter each day. I recognize Him in the Earth that God has
created; the natural beauty of every day and season. I have seen the Lord! I believe that Jesus Christ died
on the cross for me and for you.I trust in Him.

Easter Action:
May I be like Mary Magdalene and go out into my daily life activities and proclaim, “I have seen the Lord!”
Easter Prayer:
Help me to believe in you, Jesus. Help me to see with eyes of Faith in you. Amen.

Oblate Moment - Br. Bernie Hryciw
The Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate is a world wide Roman Catholic Congregation of
Priests and Brothers founded after the French Revolution in 1816 by St. Eugene de Mazenod
to work among the poor. Today we number 4,440 priests and brothers working in 71 countries
throughout the world. Having arrived in Canada in 1841, the Oblates presently form one of the
most important communities of men in the country. We now number about 700 men in
Canada. The Oblates in Canada are organized into three sections known as Oblate Provinces.
Oblates exercise very diversified ministries, but above all we seek to dedicate themselves to
the poor and abandoned in urban centers, in Northern Canada and in other remote areas of
the country. Oblates also work with immigrants, ethnic minorities and First Nations people.
One can thus find us for example, in parishes, retreat houses, in missionary formation,
preaching, social justice and other pastoral ministries, and universities. Our work situates us
throughout Canada, from coast to coast.
“No ministry is alien to us as long as we never lose sight of the main purpose of the
Congregation: the evangelization of the most abandoned.” (Oblate Constitutions & Rules)
Oblates also work in missions throughout the world, on all six continents. There we work for
the growth of the local churches. We are in solidarity with their missionary action and provide
them with various forms of support.

Good of the Order
Keep in your prayers those at the Youville and elsewhere: William Oshanyk, Ernest Sokolan,
Rev. Louis Gendre, Father Felix Labat, Leon Richard, Dan Boivert and Norm Dust’s wife Jesse.
—————————————
We will visit our fellow Brothers who are ill and in continuing care. Some members of our council
will visit them, preferably in the mornings. If you are able to participate please contact Br. Brian
Wolbert at 780-460-8294 or Br. Tony Csilics 780-458-0065e-mail kofc@stalbertcouncil4742.ca.
If you are aware of a Knight who is ill or who has passed away please call Br. Tony Csilics.

Pizza, Pizza; Splash, Splash!
Another successful Event!

Br. Tim,
On behalf of the Knights of Columbus
Council 4742, I want to thank you and
Susan for your continued dedication to
this great Parish event sponsored by
the Knights of Columbus. I would
think that it would be safe to say
nearly 1,000 different parishioners
have attended this event over the
past 12 years. That's phenomenal!!!
Br. Terry Sperling
Trustee 3, Knights of Columbus
Council 4742, St. Albert, Alberta
Herbert James Scott
On Sunday, March 18th our Brother Herb Scott
passed away. Herb was a member of the Knights for
34 years. Our thoughts and prayers go out to his
family.
Brother Herb will be truly missed!
Next Pancake Breakfast is May 6th
We need you to help at the pancake breakfasts. Please advise either Ken Gallagher or
Kevin McClean and come help with the set-up, serving and clean-up.
Ken ( 5 87 ) 341-5711 kennethtgallagher@gmail.com
Kevin ( 7 80 ) 418-5676 kmcclean@telus.net.

“ I n service to One. In service to All.

Knights Support Knight ’ s Functions

On Saturday March 24,some of our Brother knights received their 2nd and 3rd Degree exemplification. Pictured below are the following from left to right:
Chris Malayko, Jacob Sperling, Emmanuel Aguilar, Nicholas Cross,
Mark Mackenzie, Stanley Knaga, Arman Estillore, Scott Venne, Fadi Salloum.
Thank you Br. Marc for coordinating this event.
Congratulations!

St. Albert Parish is
hosting the Spring
Wing Ding on
Saturday April 21st
following the 5 PM
Mass.
Come and enjoy the fellowship, good
food and wonderful entertainment!
This is a fundraiser for CWL and
K of C. Tickets
are $25 each.
Contact our
Grand Knight
Brian Wolbert at
780-690-4938 for
tickets.

Welcome to
our newly
transferredin Brother Knight,

Christopher Murphy.
Christopher moved
from Ottawa and prior
to that he grew up in
the Camrose area.
He plans to join the
seminarians in
September.

